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protects it, and even early masons were able to run out on
the solid rock some few feet of compact stones, which help
to add to the shelter. The whole creek is never nearly as
broad as Regent Street, and it gradually runs away to be
narrower than the Strand, while at the point of the break-
water there is a real Temple Bar, which harelip seems wide
enough for a ship at all. The whole thing, when you first
look down on it, gives you the notion that you are looking
at a big port through a diminishing glass, so complete is the
whole equipment, and yet so absurdly disproportionate,
according to our notions, is the size. The principal harbour
of Lilliput probably had just this look. But though its size
across is small, the rocks which make its jaws are very
formidable, and the sea foams against them in an unpleasant
manner. I suppose we ought to think much of the courage
with which sailors face such dangers, and of the feelings
of their wives and families when they wait the return of
their husbands and fathers; but my City associations at"
once carried me away to the poor underwriter who should
insure against loss at such a place. How he would murmur,
'Oh! my premium,' as he saw the ship tossing up to the
great black rock and the ugly breakwater, and seeming
likely enough to hit both. I shall not ask at Lloyd's what
is the rate for Boscastle rocks, for I remember the grave
rebuke I once got from a serious underwriter when I said
some other such place was pretty. 'Pretty! I should think
it was,' he answered; 'why it is lined with our money!'
But our ancesters had no choice but to use such places.
They could not make London and Liverpool; they had
not the money; what wealth existed was scattered all over
the country; the central money-market was not. There